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WATERWAYS OF

How Europe is Deepening Its
Rlvers and Digging Canals.

IN GERMANY AND RUSSIA

The Dutch Canal System and how it is
Managed—A Tour Through South
Holland—The Boaf People and
How They Live.

@peclal Correspondence of  the Times«
Dispatch, Cop¥right 1003)
ROTTERDAM, Jan, #—This Is tha
Rgo of radlroads It promises alao to be
the age of canals Water transporiation
iz #still cheaper than any other, and the
European natlons are deepening thelr
rivers and constructing canals to  join
their waterways. It s only o questlon
of time when the United States will do
t!:ln sume, and when wo shall hove ship
canals Jjolning some of the prineipal
parts of our country. -
I cams from Anitwerp to Rotterdam by
boat lo learn something nbout the ¢annls
of the Dutch, and since then I have vis-
Ated thelr waterways In the north. Hol-
land.is the eanal land of’ the world. It
bes more Interior waterways Lthan any
reglon oxcept Lhe Yangtse Kilang valley
about Bhanghal, Hangehow and Soochow,
It |5, 21l told, only about as blg as Mas-
sachyssits, but If you could streteh ite
Pavigable waterways out In onas stralght
line they would carry you from Naw

lo Chicage before you Eot to the end of
them, There are In all about two thou-
mand miles of other waterways, Includ-
Ing little rivers and the mouths of the
Bcheldt and Rhine, and al=o the Luyder
Zee and other places where the northern
ocedan runs Into the land.

‘Indeed, ‘there Is so much water here
that ome of the most Important dutlas
of the Government is taking care of It
The Government has a  deapartment
known as Thes Waterstaat, and the queen
haes In her cablnet a minister of water-
ways, This department has some of the
best of eivil enginesrs. It has men who
devots themsclves to studying how to
keep the North Sea from rushing In and
drownlng out Lhe country, for almost one-
half of Holland la below tha level of the
ocoan, to that In some places, the fishea
outside swim high abova thes thatchsd
houge roofs. IL has men who are en-
gaged in plabning and Dbuilding  ship
eanals, such as the mighty waterways
which connect Amasterdamn with tho
ocaan, and jt has others who aro schem-
ing how to bulld a great dyke across tho
Zuyder Zes to redeem as much land ha
% good-zsized Texas county. which, when
redeemed, will be worth hundreds of dol-
lare an acre. '

Thin undartaking ia for a time In abey-
mnce, but there i=2 no doubt that it will
eventually be carried out. The Dhitch
have done much of such reclamalion in
the past. About fifty years ago, they
1ifted a bllilon tons of water out of the
region near IHaarlem, and rado seventy
mquars miles of good farming land, It
cast Lthem more than a millilon and a
higlr of dollars, but the land was worth
it. In another place they have redeemed

41,000 acres &t o cost of aboul four mil- |
llon dollars and as soon as the work |

‘wag done. a forelgn syndicate offered
them; $2,000,000 for the proparty as a
w hole. The Government refusad this
offer, and eventually got several hundred
thoumnd dollars mere than It cost to
make the Improvement.

‘As to the Zuyder Zee scheme, this iz a

~higuer ons than apy that has yet been

undertaken, It is estimated that it will
<ast pver §i5.000,000, but it will result In
the reclamation of a vast tract of land.
The work will take thirty-three years
and the taxes an the land recovered will
thon bring in $4,000,00) o year Lo the Gov-
ernment, making the matter o good
long-Ume investment. At present, tha
Government ls afrald of it, and although
all the plans kave been completed, no
work has bean actually done.

IN THE ISLANDE OF ZEBLAXND, .

Ha'e you ever heard of Zealand? [t is
the southwestern province of Holland,
sonsisting of the Scheldt and the Maas,
armed by the silt brought down by these
E:’arx. The most of the provinces isc ba-

W sz level, belng protected against
ths oeean by mighty dykes, It was
through this province that I came from-
Antwerp to Rotterdam on tha  litdile
steamboat Tolegraf I,

As I rode down the Bcheldt I passed
e Kroonland of our own American line
moving up with o cargo from New TYork
tor Antwerp, ang a little later on came
[n slght of the dykes, Near the Duteh
boundary the rivar 8 walled with stone
held between plles. We rode high above
tha rast of the country, and could see tha
rToofs of the barms and houses aven with
the top of tha dykes. On the opposlte
=zide tha trees showed out ke bushes
over the wall which extended on and on
up the river as far ds our eyes could
reach, Wea passed (he great forts that
guard thisgentrancs to Europe, and went
on through a flat country on the edge
of the sea, At times wa could see the
flelds beyond the walla with the eattle
feading upon them. Long llnes of trees
mi='epd  out the road which reemed to
be “*ching aver tho landscape, making
me 't of Macheth's words coming to
Duns.  1a,

A BIG DUTCH CANAL,

We s 4n left the Scheldt and passing
through locks came Into the canal of
South Meveland. This is one of the larg-
est canals of southern Holland, Tt |y
wlde and high banked, and so &lraight
thot the tugs and barges which fll It
Erow smnaller and smaller and finally
block the capal In the distance,

The locks are old fashionod, They nre
meved by hand by qualnt old Dutohmoen
in caps; roundabouts and fat pantnloons,
At every lock Duteh glivls brous.!. out
fruit and knickknacks to sell to the pas.
sengers. They were pretty girls and I
llked thelr quaint costumos, They wore
ghort: slelrts, white clogs and black stook.
inge. Several had on bright vests ang
two had horns of gold over each of Lhar
eyes, the horbs iwisted around in  the
shaps of o mintature old fashloned hed
spring, Three others had gold or sf]yar
helmels fited tight to Uhelr heads, shaw.
ing out through thelr lace eaps, They
lavghed as woe dealt with them, but in.
vavlably got the best of the bargaln,
HORSE-FOWER, MAN-FOWEHR AND

STEDAM.

Most of the oraft of this canal s ears
ried along by tugs, although some barg.
ea Bre pulled by men and women apd
nthers hy horées. Ho far but little elee.
trieity haa bheen appled to these canaja,
elthough this matter 18 aerlonsly consid.
erad by ths Dutoh, 'At every faw s{pps
along the way ale poste for tying the
hoats and wa now and then passed bunts
ot anchar,

Leaving (he Bouth Boveland canal we
entered the Ooster Brheldt, a sort of
brangh of the sea, and then went on bes

. Wween' the |slands of Dutveland and Tho-

lan Into the Maus canal. The waters of
the Doster Bolhieldt are wide apd spotied
with dslinds. ‘We ‘passed many salling
oraft and now and then wont by & tug
toving great barges, With the glass we

Q‘_;Hlﬂ 1) .achool_l of l_:lanh genls Ol‘llthn‘

FOREIGN LANDS

#and flats, and farther vack hundreds of
Ilolstein cattle lying out In the sun,

W enlered the lollandische Diep and
then the canals nnd mouthy of the danas,
now golng by vlilages on the banks, and
now soelng tho eecond storles of other
Villagn houmes which wera apparently
looking uver the dykes and watchlng us
g0 by,

AMONG THE BOAT PEOPLRE.

‘The Dulch cannls are almost as (hickly

ropulpted ‘as the walerwiys of Chinp - D2

Beery barge we paszsed had s fanlly
upon It an evilence of the thousands
of Duteh familles which llve ang dls Hpon
bonts, Bables are born upan them, wnd
many have no other humes, Wa frequent-
ly eaw children rotilng up and  down
tha roofs of tho barges within sfx inches
of drowning, und now and then a little
one tled with a rope lo the mast. On
many of the boats the women wore eocl-
Ing; on some thoy were hanging out the
washing, and &tn one a llttle Duteh girl
held up her doll baby nnd lnughed as we
went by,

Every village along ths canal had {is
own boals tled to the banks, and the
lorger towns wera eut up by eanals so
that boils (rom tha main canals could
bo taken Into them by means of |ooks,

We stopped for o Ume at Dordrecht,
whieh {n the middle nges was one 6f the
richest of all the Dutch elties. Il hag
palaces at that tlme, and its bulldings
now are medieval and quaint to an ex-
tremoe. Just below the elty thers is g
lumber yard at which barges of Amerl-
ecan lumber were unloading. I noted the
name of the firm. It was Dubbledam,
an evidenca that the lumber men of Hols
land can competa In profanity with our
men al lome,

In many places along these canals there
were dredges al work, and  hers and

| thers we saw tha ojeers of the Watér.
York (o San Francléco and nalmost baek ! :

staat superintending the bullding of new
embankments, The ranals are almost
everywhers walla) with stones, the alze
of your two fists, and as 1 looked at
them the enormous work that must have
taken to make 2000 miles of such canals
came to me. There are no stones [n Hol-
land. Every pebbla has to he bhrooght in
frgm olher countrles, and every one of
those stones was laid by hand. Bach one
tnok a part of a man's life to put it in ftg
place, go that in reality the lives of gene-
rations hawe heen gwallowed up by thess
canal banka.

You have all heard of the windmills of
Holland? = They are to be =een every-
whera,  Along some of the canals thers
are hundreds of them. They spot tha
farms and you mce them an the edge of
tho towns ,where they grind flour, =aw

I

Bolne and the Biba, The bargns go e fat
north an Bnssel and sono of them are
tileon 1ip Lha Main to the Danube, 56 thet
Rotterdam In actually the center point of
£ Network of waterways whith embraces
n!moslli Qﬂﬂ! central Hurape,
ROTTIHRDAN MH,
Tha Inctenss of (he Antﬁlniiogm

ivan
.ﬁnd abat 206,000 n%-l‘;ul.“
P toly

Eu;rglmoﬂl 30,000, Ane
en bty Lroe. It (s stea
Ing. Ita shipping taniiities,

has
it
E now
ﬁrowlns N
ily Increas-
It "has bullt

A new harbor, which 18 over a nille ton

Bna 1,00y foel ‘wida, and has anothor Imgi
har In eoursa of donatruetion wiich will

0 3,000 feet long, 1,000 feat wids and
twenty-slx feet deap, ' When the prese
ent Improvements are complated Hotter-
dam will have twenly-flva miles of quLys,

It had already over twenty miles and

more than thirty-two neres of sheda and

wirehouses for [ta ocean shipping. This
all belongs to the municipality, 18 city
20 put op elghly’ sterl cranes which
will Ut from 1500 to 65.0% potnds soch,
and it has hydraulle eaal litts which will
move 200 tons of conl per hour at n cost
of tour eeants per (on, In every rospect |
the shlpﬁinf faellities ars of the hbost.

ItF CANAL SCHEMES.
| am surprised at the work the Eurs. !
eans are. dolng In making ecanals.
ava heen pretty well over the cantinent
within Lhe past few years, Nearly every

country {s lmproving ity waterwonys, Itus-

#in I planning o cinal from Et, Paters-

burg and tha Ballle to the Black Sea,
which will ba thirty fest deep and able

to accommodate the largest of th
stonmers, The eanml system wi]
ahly he  extonded  aventually

Northern ncean, so that the wholo coun-
try  will ha aecessible by witer,

chinf rivers of Russia ara already con-
nected by eanals, and it s possible to go
from Bt Petorsbhurg to the Caspian seo
by  bout,

Germany has for years neen spending an
enormous amount on deepening Ila rlv-

ocean
prob-
to- thae

era and bhullding canals, and it has one
ol ‘tha besl cannl systems of ‘Europe.
Gopds ‘enn be taken from Hambu to

Beriin and almaost to the sources of tha
Elbe by boat, There are canals conneel-
Ing the Elbo and the Oder, and tha canal
which has been bullt to joln the ¢oal and
fron regions  sbout Dortmund to  the
North sea will eventually ha extended to
IeTbhracu the Rhine, the Weser and the
Glhe, /

The Germans want to standardize thelr
canal syetem, If possible, mo thatl barges
carrying a thousand ‘tons can' ba taken
to anﬁ part of the country. They use
wida barges on the principle that [t Is
easier 10 make a wide canal than a deep
Ohe,

At present the eanals of eastern Cer-
many seem to be favored over thosa of
the ‘west, the port of Stettin complaln-
Ing that the Prossian Government will
not glve it tha ecanal facllities whiche it
needs to compete with Tinmburg. ‘It Is
much nearar and naturally mora
bla to Berlin than any of the ports of tha
west, but =o¢ far the western yorts are
getting the trade.

As is now Hamburg handles about
one-half of all Lhe comerce of Ger-
man¥, and goods can he shipped from
thers up the Elbo as far as Pragus In
Hohemla.

You can go b

boat from Rotterdam
to ‘ths Rhine and by canal to Parls, You
can alsn ge to Vienna by way of the
Rhine, the Maln and the canals Into tha
Danube and thence on to the Black sea,
or you can connect by canals with other
rivers which will talks you to almost any
part of northern Furope. Amaong the
canalg projected ara some connecting the

“Tha |

plantations, constituling, as (s usval (n
the Old Dominlon, a distinet communt-
Ly, with [ts own pecullirilies and Its
own particular name.

Chotank. fs this sectlon was, and, for
aught 1 know, ls called, hind [ts proper
ghare of Individual distinclions, 1t wos
celabrated for Its fing corn erops, and Ita
rich wheat flelds, but maore especlally for
ils unrivalled mint-Beds, Strangers who
visited the hospitnble homa ot its denl-

| zens, crushed the fragrant plant benealh

their feot, am they fauteuned their horses
to the old-fashioned racks, In thoso davs
a person who' was minus a mint-led, or
short of the mnatoral and time-honored
accazsories of that herb, would have
been pretty certaln of soclal ostraraclsm
at the hands of Chotankoers,

Although so near the Capital Glty,
Chotank wns a dislinctively rural com-
munity, and, although distinctively rural
In dress, mannera, and speech, [t was
aggressivoly aristocratic.  Thera wera
few among them who dld not elaim da-
scent from  the blue-blooded Cavallers,
who were Knilghts of e Horeeshoe,
and he who could not trace his own pedl-
grea, and that of his horsa back tn rome
mythlcal period, “wherco! tha memaory
of man runneth not to the contrary,”
was regarded as a proper object of sus-
plelon.

Among the Chotarkers wha elaimed
the highast brad men, women and hrees,
wera the Dades. As Thomaes Dade, com-
monly called ‘“Torm.” who was the
wealthlest head of the must unadultera-
téd 'branch of the Clan, sald at a family
reunion, speaking with a sparkling julep
In. hand. “Elere's to the Dades—befors
Adam was, wo are,” Which santiment
was universally drank with great gusto,

"Torm' was a typlcal planter of the old
days. Round-faced, Jovial-fantured, and
portly, with a high temper, and an auto-
cratic will, he carried things with a high
hand, Only two people had sver been
found on his plantation with sufficient
hardlhood to contradiet hkim. One of
these was his only sister, Ellen, and thao
other, his body-servant, Dava, Ellsn's
atidacity was dus party lo the persist-
ent eystem of spolling to which Torm
had subjected her during childhood, and

lumber and do all sorts of things. :1‘1"::!
glve a great charm to the 1:".1:1:15‘&190- They
look so allye that I don't wonder that
Don Quixote took ons for a glant and
wanted to fight him. These milis are all
old, and it muse have cost many milllons
of dollars to bulld them. Thelr day, how-
ever, i3 pnst, and but few new ones aro
bullding, The gas engine and the steam
engine have taken their places, and we
may yet have & Holland without wind-
mills, <

Holland has made its ship canals® pay
well, ' Amsterdam has the North Sea
Canal, which s about {ifteen milea long,
runnlng noross the country from Amster-
dam to the ocean, It is thirty feet dsep
and has two enormous locks which pro-
tect It from the North Sea at high tide
I took a ride along it a week ago and In-
spected the breakwaters at Its entrance.
The work |5 well dane, but the locks do
not compars with those of the Eault Ste,
Aarle between Lalte Superlor and Lu.lc‘e
Huron. The canal cost oboub §16,000,00,
of which one fourth wos pald by the sails
of the reclalined land, which brought an
avernges price of almost $500 an acre.

This town of Rotterdom s o eclty of
canala and eandlized rivers. The mass
has been so drodged that It now permils
the largest of ocean ships to come luts
Totterdam, and the connections with the
Rhine and other parts of Euraps are such
that this eity has bacome ona of the chlet
ports on the continent, It is one of our
prinelpnl gateways for northern Europs,
surpnssing  Antwerp Inlts importatlons
of American products, Antwerp, as for
as the igures go, has Lhe greater tonnags,
but much of lts tonnage I8 made up of
ships which merely touch thers,  while
that of Rotierdom |s compored of ships
whioh take on and dlscharge cargn,
Rottardam has about half as much ship-
ping ns Hamburg and sabhout one-third
that of Liverpool or London, The ship-
plog {8 stendlly lncremslng, and it now
compriges |lnes to all parts of the world,
In 18M thers were anbout 00 ships from
the United States, This Is not one-tenth
of the whole number that cama hero, but
they onrried nlmost one-thivd of the ear-
0 that  year The chief af those
Ehlps are thosa of the Holland-Ameriean
line, which go fram Rotterdam direct ta
New York, and have been doing so sinee
1000, 'Thesa shipa are first-olass passep:
ger ateamers, somae of them belng 12,00
tons and oyer,

Rattordam I8 otr gats to the Rhins and
to the enarmous country tributary to it
Oup gooda are leve transshippoed inta the
huge barges, from 200 to 800 oot long, 1i
Which they are carrieq up the Rhine, The
river frelghta ars axcoedingly low and tha
Rhine trade |s enormous, About one-hall
of nll the gonds that corne Inta Eolland
B0 through Rotterdam up tha

p Rhine to
difterent ports. of Qermany, Swlthering
and. Frange, the number ‘of river ships
and boats which' carry them heliig Bomn:
thing lllce 110000 annually, Thera are
cpndls; connectiing the Rhlng with . the

T et acaed . © o T M i L (L AT |

Elbs with the Danube and also the Oder
and the Vistula with that river, so that
in the future It will e pozsible to send
our goods to almost any part of Europa
by water,

—_— e

Not a Remote Possibility.
Wouldn't it make the Republican party
tired If Grover Cleveland should he elaot-
ed President for the third time?—JIem-
phis Commerelal-Appeal,

P e iy
. A Lurking Suspicion,

Thera are those of us who very much
suspect that Hon. Hoke Bmith is at
least the first nssistant engineer of the
Parker movement in these parts,

—
His Americanism.

Aguinaldo shows his advance In our
requlrements  of elvilization by asking
for an approprintion. “The old flag and
an appropriation” {3 distinetlvely Amer{-
con—Montgomery Advertlser,

e e B e

Neck and All.
Another| eminent oolored  statesman
from Téxas, known_ as *“Gooss Neck

Bill" McDonald, s on' the way to Wash-
ington to advise with the Prealdent on
southern affairs, nptea ' an  exchange,
Some Texas Congreszmen ought to lend
Bill n second-hand dress suit ond lat hiim
wads right into Wihits Houso socleiy. His
color Is all right.—Atlanta Jourpal.

L.J.HAYDEN

MANUFACTURER OF

Pure Herb Medicine.

Is one of the grealest healers of the
Sick on garth, Cures all discuses or no
charge, 1 curs all disenses (hat are
Itnowr::_ to the human race, or ne shargs,
no mitier what your dizease, sloknoss
or afllctlon. may be, and restore you ig
perfect health, T cura'the following dis-
eases:  Tleart  Dlecasa, Consumption,
Bload, Kidney, Liver, Blaclder, Birlcture,
Plles In any form, Vertlgo, Quinsy, Bore

Thoal, Lungs, “Dyapepsia, | Indigestion,
Constlpition, Rheumetlsm In any form,
Pains and Aches of any kind, Colds,

Hronchlal Troubles, Bores, Bkin Disensca,
all Hehing sengitions, all FPemdle Cotye-
plaits, La Grippa ar Pneumgiia, Ulcers,
Carbuneles, Bolls, Cancer,  the  worst
forms without the use of knife or Inatru-
ments; Bezema, Pimples on face or hody;
Dinbetes of Kldneys o Bright’s 1Dlsenss
of the ISldneys, I cure any discnsn, no
maiter of swwhat nutura, All Venereal dlg.
earos -0 speplally, Medlelna sent to any
nddress by expreas. For full partleulars
sond ¢ twordent stamp for pnswer, No,

404 West Broad 8ireel; Richmond, Va.
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partly to the fact that she was hls own
elster, In point of temperament. Dava's
was dup to the fact that Torm honesatly
believed ha was the only nigger In Vir-
ginia who could compnass a julep proper-
Iy, and Dave's own knowledge of this
conviction. In tha matter of juleps, Diave
wasg as'autocratic as Torm himself, leav-
Ing his master only the privilegs of plek-
Ing the mint. As was natural, Tom waas
popular, e kept open house_ and hoast-
ed the best brandy and (he finest fox-
hounds In Tidewater Virginla.

"By G—— s=ir!" hLe was In ths habit
of saying, ''That spotted bitoh, Musle,
will run a fox to hall, but what sha'l]
have him." Upon which Dave, who was
a leading exhorter, would observe, ‘“Jas'
lm2qn to dat now! When dat ole fox
houn' Batten dons run you dar, who
gwine mix yo' Juleps?

But, 2t the time I writa of, all Cho-
tank was a-quiver with excliement, and
the Dade contingent woas at fever heat.

Ellan had encouraged thé attentions of
Bugk Peyton, a rising young lawyer at
the county seat, and Tom had forblddon
m the house. Tovton's pedigrés was
beyand. reproach, even In Chotank, and
his prospects were as bright as thosa of
any man in the Northern Necl, but he
had had the misfortune to respresent an
hereditdry enemy of the Dades, a fsw
Yearg before In a casa Involving the title
to certaln land In Passapatnnzy ta which
Torm leld clalm, What was worse, he
had won the case, and Torm, with the
usua] prejudice of a cholerle autocrat,
had regarded him as a personal enemy
cver Blice.

Peyton and Ellen, however had met
frequently at the' houses of ~mutual
friends, and (helr nequalntance, fanned
perhaps by Torm's hostllity, had saon
ripened Into a warmer fealing.

When Ellen, seated on Torm's lknes ane
evening, anpouncad te him  with  her
usual atdaclous nenchalance, (hat she
had bean proposed to, by Buck Peytan,
and had aocceptad hlm, a stormy soeng
angued, After having been threatened
with an apoplectic N, Torm nsseried his
prevogrutive as nearest of kin and guav-
dlan, and forbade the prapoged union In
Llarma wlileh my rellglon forblda me to
chronlcte,  1llan, with hor queenly 1ittls
head thrown back, and her brown eyes
finshing--""for all da worl' lsk dat Vixen
a'hern” as Dave =alil, declared her {n-
tention of marrying (he mon of her
oholoe, In the fnce of all the opposition
in tha world,

I'1l shoot the puppy! roared Torm, I
yau do, 11l ehoat you," replled his aplrit-
ed slato In o tene which dmplled she
meant whnt she sald

Torm  marched oul nto the big hall,
slamming the door violently—ardersd an
axira strong Julep, nod eursed Dave with
pulpktaking and ornate verbasity, as ho
prapared It

Yiapa  Clawd, Marse Torm!' expostu-
Iated Dave, “You know dat ain® ng way
to 'spress yo'se'f to do Lawd's nints
ed.t “Pha Lord's anolnted!l” shouted
Torm.  'You black:skinned sopn of the

the mick door, with such momentum Lhat
he landed In n sltting posturs by one of
tha callar windaws  “Nama o Gawd
Dave!'' exclulmed his wife Mandy, ruah-
ing [rom the arch to the window nfore-
snld. “Is you donmo kilt yo'se’f? *No,'
he rejoined, but “I'se done bin kicked
#peechiesn, I ‘clar’  'fors Gawd, Marse
Torm's wuss'n a barrycans. "lI'wix® him
an’ Mlzs Illen, I dons aoma up thoo!
much triberlashun, an' dono wash my
robes In da blood o' de sheep,  Marso
Torm boun' fer torment, sut'ny.'”

And, with this pleasing refiection, ha
erept back In tha hall, and solaced b -
eell with a tremendous pull at the brandy
bottle.

Tha next morning, Bueck Peyton, as in
duty bound, rods over to FPanorama,
Torm's place, to formally ask hiscon-
gent. Knowing Torm's temper, Buck did
not anticipate dany pleasant receptlon;
but ha was not the man to shirk any
duly, however unpleasant, anul thers wos
a very detormined sat to his shoulders om
ba loped his blg bay up to the outer gate.

Ta his surprise, Dave. who was stand-
Ing just Inside the gate, did not offer to
open It for him,

“Open the gate, Dave,'’ he =ald, T want
to see Mr. Dadoa, I8 he at homo?"

“Don' go in dar, Marse Buck, don' go
in dar! Dar's de devil to pay at Pan-
nirammare to-day,"” answered Dave.

“Open the gate, you black rracal,” snid
the young lawyer Impatlently. *'Do you
Bupposa 1 am eafrald of the devll?"

This: was Deva's opportunlty. Having
mixed six julaps:for tlie perturbed Torm
that mornlng, and taken as many pulls
of the straight article himsalf, he was In
a pecullarly religious frame of mind.
“Now fes' hear dat' he groaned. *Marea
Buck, you ev'ry bit ln graln ez bad ez
Morse Torm he'se'f, whar I= 'llvered loto
de han's uv de ‘stroyer. Beln' a chid o
Gawd myse'f—""

“Opan that gate,” exclalmed Buck,
“And stop that rot, you drunken A
*Drunk!"” snorted the negrp, *“Drunk!™

Fore Gawd, I ailn seen a drap sence
Gawd—— ‘
‘“Oh Jesuz, Marss Buck!" ha  yellad,

dedging the young lawyver's riding-whip.
"Here's a nots Miss Nell tols ma to
glva youo.” :

Buck read the not, sitting thers on his
horme, with the early June sunshine fall-
ing on hls manly form and handsome, In-
tellactual face, It gove a short account
of the manner In which Torm had re-
celved the news of their engagement,
and urged him not to come to Panorams
unt{] things had quleted somewhat.

It concluded with an assurance of lov-
ing fidelity, and a cheerful declaration
that the writer had never falled fo gat
her way with her guardlan, In the end.
Buck smiled at this, remembering the
protty, imperous ways of his lady-love.

Nothing Is ‘ever o secrst long In a
neighborhood 1lke Chotank, where every-
nelghborhood llke Chotank, where wxdd
body {s evarybody else's cousin, more or
less removed, and, so, as I have gald,
Chotank wasg In a foever of excitement.

Torm fllled the housa with tha heav-
lest drinkers, fastest rlders and 'most
persistont poker-players of his acquaint-
ance, and Elen sulked and pouted.
Dave was mlxing juleps, and, en the sly,
drinking them, untll Mandy , predicted
“Mania a potu,” and threalened to have
him ‘'¢hurched.”

Buek Peyton practiced hls  profession,
and lived as' usual, cheered by occasion-
al glimpses of his divinity, at Lamb's
Creelkt Church, where Torm, re-enforced
by his tlmid Uttle wife, guarded her like
a soldler on duty. s

It was a battle of two sirong wills at
Panorama in thosza days, and IBlen grew
thin and pale, while Torm's waisteoat In-
creased In circumference, and hla nose
hecame l{ke unto the rlsing sun. He and
Dave waged wordy war from early morn
to dewy eve, and the latter, under the
influenca of his protracted potations, be-
came plous to a wierd and awful degree.
Ho had just assyred the scornful Mandy
that he had attalned spiritual parfecti=
bility, when Torm after an  unusually
slormy scens Wwith Ellen, was selzed with
a fit, durlng which he dled.

The docter, being hastily summoned,
pronounced it apoplexy, and declared
that nothing elso oould have beon ex-
pocted from Torm's convivial habits and
choleric tomperament.

Torm's mammy came up from the far
quarters, bewalling thea death of « “her
boy,'' 'and she and Mandy shrouded him
for burial, and bore him, with Dave's
help, down the long, narrow passage way
to what . wad  known | /as the ''West
rooms,” Pnnorama' was a largs, square,
brick house, flanked on efther side by a
narrow brick passage, leading to a zquare
office-like, tweo story, structure, contaln-
Ing two upper and two lower rooms.
Thess wings wera known g8s the “East”
and "“West' rooms In the further of
tha. *West rooms,’" poor Torm wos lald
In state, te awalt his burlnl, Hig sudden
death was a terribla shock to Bllen,
coming as It did, just after an angry al-
tercation, but the glrl, whoe was [ull of
native nobility of charpeter, smothered
her own grlief, and sought to adminlster
consolation to his lymphatie lttle wife.
But tha little womuan turned upon her
like a fury, and poured out a torrent of
hot Teproaches upon her, accusing her of
being his murderer,

Surpilsed and shocled at this exhibi-
tlon of spirit in ocne whom she had long
regarded fs mors of o loy figurs than
anything elza; and full of that vagus and
reasonless remorse and self-reproach wa
all feel more or less, when suddenly part-
ed by death from one whom wo love;
but with whom we have been angry,
Ellan wandered off to the old nursery in
the upper parl of the West wing, and,
after houra of fruitless grief ond weep-
Ing, dropped into a deep, dranmless sloep,
Abqut thls time, George Grimes, Dick
Hunter, Bob Cleve, and twes other young
men, Intimate rriends of tho departed
Torm, ,arrlved for the purpose, 'ng wosg
usual in those days, of “sitling up' with
ths body of the deceased,

Dave. solamnly and dignlfiedly drunk,
escorte dthem to the *'West rooms," and
pulced chalra and lounges for them In the
room next the otis in which = his late
master lay In state, After the usual lnok
at the deceased these pgenllemen took
thelr seats In the adioinlng room, aund the
old darkey, having deliversd a powerful
and imprassive honiily on the uncertaln-
ty of lfe, and the ceriainty of death,
winding up. with an assurnnce  that
“Mavse lom} wig now In Glery," taok his
depanturs,

‘The usunl filenco fell upen the group,
which falls yipop any crowd of men lalt
togather under simillar elreumstances,
Then It wes braken hy George Grimes
remaerking, In o ecarefully subdued tonas,
that Torm was nn “extra good follow,"
and this opened the way for a serles of
louddtory anegdetes regurding him, asn
farmer, hunter, nelghbor, and last, but
not least, poker-player. At laat, when
tha slock of elocdonce was exhaustad,

apd A dull) heavy silencoe threatensd (o
envelope them,: Boh Clavo cleared hig
throat, and  remarked:

"Look lere, gontlegmen, this 1s a aad,
dull bupiness, slttng up with the gorpso
of our departed, friend.. YWa all know
what a d—, I mean, what & fine fellow

— — [ ]
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wera to pass the timo with a little game
of dellar Umit."

YVory True' raturned Grimes,
whern s tho deodk to comae from?
can't asic for It very well.” Clave Inoked
a. llttle sheopieh,  “Well, you sen,’ ha
mld, rather hesltatingly, “I er—know—
thut Is, [ happen to have a stray deck
with mao.'*

In spite of the solomnity of the occn~
slon, p fow furthve Bmiles passed batweon
his companlors; bul, novertholess, in o
taw moments, they were gathered around
the ‘tible, And deep In the mysterles of
thalr favorlte amusement.  So abaorbed
did Torm's friends becoma that they lost
sight of the fact that they wern sup-
posed to ba watching the porpse, and
In short, forgot all about tha passaze of
time ltself, In fact, the first beams of
the morning sun wera stealing through
the shutters when Bob Clev sprang to
his feet and raked his winnings into hia
pockat.

By the holy pokers, gentlomen!" he
exclalmed, “Wo've overdona thls thing:
Blow that lamp out, Grimes, while I step
into the next ropm to sce how poor Torm
Ias getting on.'”

Dut, {n o moment, he came back, his
usually ruddy-face as white os the wall
“Great God!" he stuttered, "'He's gona!'
‘“Gona!’ echoed the others, apringing to
thelr feot.

*“What  do you meani™

"Torm!" Torm!" he pasped, *The
corpsel It's gone'' With one accord,
they rushed [nto the adjoining room.

S\u:;uqnou:h. tha corpso had disap-

*hut
Wa

Thay steod there In silence for a mo-
ment, gazing from one to the other wilh
white, guilty faces At last, Dick Hunter
-}

poke.

“all, I'll ba d—d!" ha sald.

At this moment Dava appeared In the
open doorway. »

When he saw thelr white faces, and the
empty bed, his own skin becams ashy,
and his lmees smote togethar.

"We—swhar Marsa Torm?' he gasped.
“Dave,’ sald George Grimes, apnd his
voice quavered. ‘Dave, he's gonal
TWhat does It mean, gentlemen?' he con-
tinded, appealing (o the others, who
anly gazed at him blankly In reply.

“Bomeabody done stols Marse Tom, body
an' soul,” cried Dave in a terrified whis-
per. "Twuz Batten, [nr sho'. I done tols
him'®

“Bhut up, you black scoundrall’
Clave,

“Buppose he wasn't dead after all’ gug-
gented Grimes eagerly,

Dave's dusky face brightened.
now!" hg cried. *'Fora Gawd!"
you.done struck It, Marse Ceorgas!l”
Then, gloncing at the clock, he ex-
clalmed, “If Marss Torm aln dead, I
Imows whar he is, -

“Foller me." And ha dashed cut of the
door, followed by tha exelted men, one

sald

“Dar
1 Wlleva

‘of whem unconsclously upset o candle as

ho went !

Dave led them rapldly ocross tha lawn,
in the directlon of an old brick laundry.

Behind this wns tha Panorama mint-
bed, and knes deep In the (ragrant herb,
stood the redoubtable Torm, a Iiftls pa-
ler than usval, but with a fovial smile
on his face, and énough mint in his hands
to make julsps for a ‘weok. Whersupon,
Dick 'Hunter sadd. again, *¥all, I'll ba
[ S— R v

“You sea frlends,” sald Torm, “That
it of mine didn’'t prove so fatal as that
Infernal sawbones, Mitehell thought I
Just went off Into some kind of trance—
al any rtate, I didn't know anything un-
tl about half an hour age. — - came
to my=ell, [ found myself sewed up In
thls damned night-gown, “fAirting the
tall of his shroud contemptuously, “with
candles buriing at my herd and fest. At
firat, Tidldn't know what to make of It,
but {t gradually came to me thatT had
been lald out for burlnl. ' Begnd! it sent
gooso plmples up my spine At first, and
I wag about to roar eut for Dave, whan
I heard voices in the next room. Thinks
I to mysalf, “I'll find out how my friends
ara bearing my untimaly end; so I arose
and’ crept to tha door and peeped In on
ye.!

At this point, there were svidence of
confusion on the part of lla hearors.
Tom laughed,

“Never mind!" he 'said roassuringly
“Gad! I ghould have done the like my=elf,
Well, as the sun was nearly up, and L
had no 'dealre to disturb that last Jaclk
Pot—I could ses Grimes held an ace full—
I slipped out of the window, and came
down here as I do every morning, aflter
mint.'" 1

His frlends’ erowded around him, with
raptuous cobgratulations,  while Dave,
the first eflacts of his joy at his master's
restoration, having subsided, was In-
clined te fmprove the cccaslon by & plous
exhortation. !

" ‘Fors Gawd, Marse Torm,"” ha sald,
‘Bf you aln® de heades’ man I uver
seal"” Here you Is jes' 'scaped; torment.
an' glttin' mint fer julaps, ¥au orter ha
down on ¥o' narrer bonpes, !*turnin’
thanks,"

“Go to the devill" vdelforated hls mag-
ter. "“Tale this mint, you black scoun-
drel and m!x um our juleps qulck, or 1'11
skin you nllve.' 3

Dave took the fragrant herb with a
lock of plous horror, and disappeared
araund the laundry, {n the directlan of
tha mansion, As Torm and his compan-"
lons were preparing to follow him, he re-
appeared however, his eves bulging with
terror,

'Fore Gowd, Marse Torln!" ha yellad,
"Da woas' room's afire!”

It was dndeod &5 It will be romem-
bered that In thelr hurried exit from Lhe
supposed chamber of death, opne of the
gentlemen upset a ecandle. This had fal-
len agalnst a sheet, which, blazing up,
Lad set fira to the bed. By the time
Duve therefare, discovered the five, the
whole of the two lower rosms, and a
portlon of the ane-story passngewny
leading to the maln bullding, was in
fymes. Il will nlsa be remembered that
Fllen wns, at tha tlma tho Are Legan,
asleep In one of the upper rooms,

Ghe had not awakened untll |t was too
late for her to escape, and now, a5 tha
resurcected Tormy and his frlends rushoed
aeross Lhe lnwn, she appeared, whito and
frightened, at one of the upper windaws,

Bul. other eyves, more loving aven than
Torm's, had espled her also, and ere they
had  cavered hall the dlstange between
the laundry and tha Weat wing, a man
on polarge bay horse shot by them ks
the wind,

It was Buck Peyton. Ellan siw hin,
and as his volee vang out words of cau-
tlan  and  encouragement, . her shrill
sereams of terror ceased, and she beoatna
fulet and ealm, ‘although, the fames
wore, by thiz time, buprsting through the
flears and door-witys of the upper mooms,

Buele sprang from hla lorse ere the
anlpial had wall glackened speed, and his
quicle, Keen eyes took In the perils and
chances of the sliuation In & moment,

From tha window to the ground was o
shasr dascent of (wenly feot, and thera
wii no ladder, pr other means of ns-
cending, except n slender llghtning rod,
uniing pgaingt the ehimpey, which pros
Jecting Into the raoms of the West wing,

wis.\ush with the outer wall,
Relutt whero the 'awer story ended;,  and

At the |
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tho upper one began, was a' narrow
ledge, the width of the thickneas of one |
brick. Belzing the lMghtning rod, Buék
who was strong and actlve, soon ascend-
ed to thig ledge.

Then, grasplng the rod with one hand,
and placling his feet carsfully on the
ledge, ho awung himself around, until he
wis able to grasp the frame of the open
window with hls other hand. He then
let go the rod, and worked himsdlf slowly
and cautiously along the ledge until he
was opposita the windaw. In ancther
moment, he was [n the room, and held
Eilen in his arms, "

But thero was no time to be lost in ene
deakments,  Already, the flames ‘and
smoka wers flling the reom, and the pro-
blem still remained to be solved as to
how Ellan was to safely reach the ground, =
Buck's mind, howaver, was used to quick '
and active work. In an instant, 'he had
dragged the quilts, blankets and shests
from the bed, and was tearing end knot= |
ting them firmly together. One end of
thia improvised cable, he fastened fArmly
under the arms, and arcund the body of
the terrified, but mow silent girl, and, by
the tlme Torm and his|friends had ar-
rived under the window, he was swing«
Ing her over the sill. Ellen was no [edth~
er walght, and, with the fames =scorch-
Ing, and the smolke blinding him, it was
no easy task ta lower hor safaely into tha
enger arms, walting to rocelve her, but
pluck end strengzth accomplished ft, and -
then Buck swung himself over the smok=
ing window-slll and dropped to tha
ground, with onty a brolsed knas to show
for his exsrtlons, What, between ..a
terror and 'the confuslon of the ooce~
slon, and her amazement at belng olrsps
ad In the arms of Torm’s ghostly figucs,
Ellen, for the firat time in her heaithy
young lfe, fainted, and was carrled to
the main house. N

In hhe meantime, the negroes had coma:
pourlng from the house and quarkters, end .
by the use of waier, and ripping  the
shingles. off tha roof of tha presngewoy,
succeeded In saving the remainder of the
mansion. The siccess of thelr efforts In
this direction was due chiefiy to the pres.
enca of mind mnd promptness of Buck
FPeyton, who wotked like a Trojan.

Torm, dancing around In his shroud
like Banmnuo's ghost, watched hia  cool,
business-lllke and energetic  mpvements
with mixed feelings. At one moment, he
wis prepared to redioat his efforta as an)
impertinent  interference with his own
concerns, and he was obstinate enough' to
bate to glve In, even in the face of death,
danger and Ara, Btill, In his own pecu-
Hapr manner, he was very fond of Ellen,
and had felt the recent asstrangemank
more than he would have acknowlsdzed:
to amy llviog man. Next to Ellen, t—'nﬂnnl« 4
ramo house was the very pride and ‘joy
of his existence, and now as he turned
his eyes upen the mafor portion of ths
fina old plle, standing uninjured. his
flery oyes became suspleiovsly molst, '

Moreover, & closs acqualntance with
chill-handed death will have a sntten{_ng
influence on the most stubborn’ of us,
let us say what we wlil to the contrary.

Whils Lthesa cnnntcltu{; feelings  wera
raging in his bredist, hashad not opened
his lips, except to swear.at a negro from_ -
time te tme. i { feiind

Now, that all danger was past, Buck,
whose  pride wa.s'}pgen:y whit equal to
Dade's, turned away and limped over to
his horse. Torm started after him,
paused, hesitated, swore . under  his
broath, and then blurted out: .

U say Peyton, stop and hove a julapl®

A Julep was the Chotank olive-braneh,
as Peyton well knew, but be way toe
wise a man to do more than accompany
Dads and his friends ln silence 'to the
house.  All the same, his well-scorched
faee glowed exultanily, and he drank his
Julep with a gusto and rellsh  which
ralsed him to such a pltch in Torm'a
opinton that he insfsted on lhis going toa
reom, and having hls burns treated by
Aunt Easter,

Later, when to use Dave's expressio
“Dea wuz all clothed an' In deg rigl s
mine,' Torm arose at the foot of thd
Lreakfast table, and lfted & brimming
beaker, emerald-crowned.

My friends,’ he said, “I-am mn obstls
nais man; it runs In the Dade blood,
But, when n fellow has been a2 near
denth as I have been, and when my
ltouse and, my sister hava besn saved to
mo, hy ons man, I consider It tima to
knock pnder to that man, I drink to tha
health of my sister Nell and Mr Buck
Peyton, her future husband."

Ellen's five-flushed chesks took on an
extra tinge of red, and Peyton's hand-
rome face glowed, as the toast was drunk
with enthusiasm, ' As, Dave passed (e
plates of steaming oyaters, Grimes asked:

“Dave, how In the world dld you find *
out where Torm was thls moralng sa
quick "

Dava grinned a drunken grin of pridet
“Gowd! Marsa George, [ les' reason dat

out, ‘cordin' to theology.”
“Theology!" enorted his master. “Da
you know what theology means?' To

which questlon Dave retorted In  finoa
scorn. "Know? 'Course [ knows, 'Taln' -
nothin' ‘tall but mother wit," | g
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